
Wow! Talk about a great way for VASA to get into the Christmas spirit! 
This week City Council agreed to award $50,000 in operating dollars to 
VASA for 2017.  It was a unanimous yes! We are indeed most grateful. 
Thank you City Council and thank you again to the Community Services 
Advisory Board. Our strategic plan can now see results with more time for 
Danielle to initiate our exciting ideas. 
 
So on that celebratory note let's party! 
 
Attention all members. Bring your family and friends to our annual       
fundraiser, "Thank Your Stars" on  Thursday evening, December 1st. 
Thank you to Peter Gegolick and his crew, Connie Osgood, Angelica 
Lynch, and Linda Willard. They have put in many hours to make this night 
loads of fun. Appreciation as well to Danielle Gauthier, Memory Roth, 
Miles Constable and  the many volunteers ( see below) who are jumping 
in to help. 
 
And of course not to be forgotten on the same night (and the real reason 
we are all attending) : it is the Members Winter Exhibit. On display will be 
art depicting what each artist is thankful for. There will be many small 
pieces and a variety of styles in the show. Along with the great goodies 
(mosaics, paintings, sculptures, jewelry ) in the studios there will be hand 
made ornaments created by our artists for sale. Fabulous shopping night 
folks. If you are not a keen shopper, join us anyway for liqueur tasting, a 
scavenger hunt, blind contour drawing, great food and music to put you in 
the festive mood. 
 
As 2016 comes to a close I would like to express my appreciation to our 
wonderful Board of Directors, Executive Director,  Committee Chairs, and 
to all of our VASA members and volunteers for making this a truly       
magnificent year. Let's thank our lucky stars! 
 
Joy of the season to all! 
Carol Watamaniuk 
 
As this goes to press thank you to the following for volunteering for  
"Thank Your Stars" 
Wanda Reseck, Helen Rodgers, Bella Totino, Rick Rodgers, Doris 
Charest, Carolyn Chmilar, Karen Blanchett, Rayma Peterson. 

 

Board of Directors  

 

Carol Watamaniuk                         
President 

 

Miles Constable  

Vice President 

 

Bruce Allen                                       
Director/Facility Management 

 

Melissa Humeniuk 

Treasurer 

                             

Memory Roth 

Director/Exhibitions 

 

Daniel Smith 

Secretary 

 

 

Staff  

Danielle Gauthier 

Executive Director 

 

Peg McPherson 

Program Coordinator 

Authentic Art  

 

Aurora Leclair Janitorial  

Services Coordinator 

 

 

Committee Chairs  

 

Frank van Veen                                
Exhibitions Volunteer                
Coordinator 

 

Heather Howard                                  
Supply Inventory Coordinator 

 

Victoria Armstrong                                
Newsletter Editor 

 

Cheryl Moskaluk 

Horticultural Coordinator 

 

Helen Rogers 

Social Committee 

 

 

President's Message 

VIEWS  
December 2016 



2  

 2 

   VASA Gallery Presents:  
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   Words of Art ñ great reads at the St. Albert Public Library by Luise Mendler ðJohnson 

   Art Quote of the Month  

Words of Art   

For your leisurely holiday reading, new fascinating biographies of two icons of the art world. 

 

Mad Enchantment : Claude Monet and the painting 

of the water lilies by Ross King (2016) 
Mad Enchantment tells the full story behind the creation of the Water Lilies , as the horrors 
of World War I came ever closer to Paris and Giverny, and a new generation of younger 
artists, led by Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso, were challenging the achievements of  
Impressionism. By early 1914, French newspapers were reporting that Monet, by then 73 
and one of the world's wealthiest, most celebrated painters, had retired his brushes. He had 
lost his beloved wife, Alice, and his eldest son, Jean. His famously acute vision--what Paul 
Cezanne called "the most prodigious eye in the history of painting"--was threatened by 
cataracts. And yet, despite ill health, self-doubt, and advancing age, Monet began painting 
again on a more ambitious scale than ever before. Linking great artistic achievement to the 
personal and historical dramas unfolding around it, Ross King presents the most intimate 
and revealing portrait of an iconic figure in world culture--from his lavish lifestyle and     
tempestuous personality to his close friendship with the fiery war leader Georges         
Clemenceau, who regarded the Water Lilies as one of the highest expressions of the    
human spirit. (Publisher) 

 
Mark Rothko : toward the light in the chapel by 
Susan Annie Cohen-Solal (2015)   
"Mark Rothko was not only one of the most influential American painters of the twentieth 

century; he was a scholar, an educator, and a deeply spiritual human being. Born Marcus 

Yakovlevich Rotkovitch, he emigrated from the Russian Empire to the United States at age 

ten, already well educated in the Talmud and carrying with him bitter memories of the    

pogroms and persecutions visited upon the Jews of Latvia. Few artists have achieved   

success as quickly, and by the mid-twentieth century, Rothko's artwork was being displayed 

in major museums throughout the world. In May 2012 his painting Orange, Red, Yellow was 

auctioned for nearly $87 million, setting a new Christie's record. Author Annie Cohen-Solal 

gained access to archival materials no previous biographer had seen. As a result, her book 

is an extraordinarily detailed portrait of Rothko the man and the artist, an uncommonly  

successful painter who was never comfortable with the idea of his art as a commodity". 

(Publisher) 

 

Talent hits a target no one else can hit.  

Genius hits a target no one else can see.ò  

- Arthur Schopenhauer 

Water-lilies - Claude Monet 

http://www.art-quotes.com/auth_search.php?name=Arthur+Schopenhauer#.V7ZdbDXQrHE
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Exquisite Art Projects for the Young at Heart ñRayma Peterson 

 Tissue Paper Collage Procedure  

Rayma Peterson  

 

Tissue paper collage is a beautiful medium to work with. The jewel-like colours of tissue paper are quite ap-
pealing. Even inexperienced artists can create something beautiful. The collage has very versatile possibili-
ties of further development with a variety of media such as pen, thick paint, felt pens, and oil pastels. It can 
even be applied to papier mache sculptures as an alternative to painting them. These colours glow! 

 

Materials:  

 1. An assortment of coloured tissue papers 

 2. White paper, cartridge paper is fine 

 3. ½ White glue/½ water mixture 

 4. Old paintbrushes 

 5. Containers for mixing glue 

 

Procedure:  

1. Mix the glue and water well in a container. 

 

2. Tear off a small piece of colored tissue paper. 

 

3. ñPaintò the glue mixture onto the white paper 
where you want it. 

 

4. Place the tissue piece on top of the glue. 

 

5. ñPaintò over the tissue as well. Make sure that 
the whole piece lays down flat. Donôt bunch up the 
tissue paper to make objects such as flowers as 
you will not be able to work on top of those bunchy 
bits. 

 

6. Continue gluing and placing pieces of tissue paper to make a whole composition. Some white areas are 
allowed. Be careful not to use too much glue mixture or the artwork can become soaked and soupy.        
Overlapping creates new colours. Beautiful transparent effects result. Colour bleeding may occur and is     
desirable. Let dry completely. 

 

7. When dry, you may work on top of the tissue with drawing pen, oil pastels, or thick paint. You may also cut 
off any pieces that hang off the edges of the support paper once the work is dry. 

 

8. If you use onionskin or rice paper for your support, you can do some printmaking on top of the collage. 

 


